
I ' IOPE COLLEGE
H O L L A N D ,  M I C H I G A N  4 S 4 2 3

January  13 ,  l -969

Mr .  Herber t  L .  Dershen
126-5 Marshal-l Drive
! ' Jes t  La faye t te ,  lnd iana l t7906

Dear Mr. Delrshem:

Thank vou fon your letter and the conPleted application
i."^ t6" a position with our Mathernatics Departnent ' I
hive writteir to the Educational Placenent office for a
copy of your credentials.

A  copy  o f  our  la tes t  Cata log  is  be ing  senr  under
seoarate' 

-cover. 
Sever:al 6ThEFTtems of infornation about

th; Cotlege and conrnunity are also included'

PenhaDs vou woutd l ike to know a Littte none about the
Deoartment. 

-The 
staff now nunbers seven of which three

" . " " - i -p i i .o .  
ina  a  rour th  hopes !o  conp lere  the  requ i renents

"""". 
Most of oul' energies lre expended on teaching' We

ain to give our students a very good progran and a great
aea l  o f 'a t ten t ion .  A t  p resent  no  one is  do ing  ! "esearch '
Ho!.rever, Dr. Tanis is trying !o conPlele the scriPt for a

textbook in nathenaticaL statistics and Mn' Van Iwaarden
is  wa i t ing  fo r  the  go  ahead on  h i6  Ph 'D '  thes is '

Recentlv the Co1lep,e received a grant fronr the Research
co"oo"ii io"i ir l l i  wil i  make it possible for several of

"""-lt"irtat*t1." 
Staff to neceive- salary for suruner research'

Teach ing  loads  th is  yea l l  average 11  to . l ' 2 -senes ter
no,.,r,s. l ' le inticipate th;t this nay be a Litt le lowe!' next
year  due to  tne  inc rease in  6 ta f f .  Ho l^ Iever ,  a t  w l l l
probabJ-y be L0 to t2 hours for severial years to colAe '

The DeDartmen c offers a good undergraduate pnogram' It
o f fe rs  coLr ises  fo r  non-sc ience majors ,  in t roduc tory  courses
io" 

""i.""" 
and mathematics majors, and uPPen tevel under-

s rdduaLe courses .  In  genera f ,  i  s t i f t  memuer  teaches  aa  a l l

ievels witn proper att;ntion given to individual Preferences
and aptitudes '
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The deparamenL is  foca ted  jn  Phys jcs -MathemaLics  t la l l  '
" - - -  - -ears  o ld .  o f f i ce  and c lassroond  u u r r q t r r B  r E > b  L r r d l r  r r v €  y

f : .  
-  

+ i F s  i . 6  w F r v  i . e -  m o o e r n! r ! r ' e | y ,  o  ! l L s t
i ] . n : h . ,  i c  - - i . . - - +  r ^  ^ , ,  1 ] " i l r { i h o  M : n i '  r r. .  - - . J  -  _ , , rPus

impr"ovements have been made in recent years and others are
antacaPareo.

Edcn year  about  twenty  sen:ors  g raduate  w:En majors  in
nathenatics. During the last f ive years Inore than 35? of
them have gone on to graduate school. In recent years a
!t 'oodrow Witson felloltship' a Nati.onal Science foundation
Feflolrshj-p, a Michigan Scholans in Teaching IelIowshiP, and
a NDEA fellowship have been included in the awards received
by our naj ors .

Holland, Michigan, wa6 settfed by inr.nigrants fron the
Nether.lands and a large part of its preoent population is
sti l l  of Dutch extnaction. These settlers $rere ardent Christians
In keeping with its heritage, Hottand is a city of many
wel - I -a t tended chupches,  I t  nay  be  o f  spec ia l  in te res t  to
vou that there are two Lutheran Churches with nice facil"it ies
in the Cornmunity.

After your credentials have been evaLuated, you rnay be
il lvited to visit canpus, Meanwhile, if thene ane further
ques t ions ,  I  i . rou fd  be  p leased to  hear  f rom you.

C i  h ^ a r a  l  ! '  ! ' ^ r , r c

t? '-t /) / -c-.-
>bl Y <44414
Jay tE, Folkert,
Chairnan

! L r l g n



TIOPE COLLEGE

January  24  '  f969

Mri. Herbert L. Denshem
126-5  Marsha l l  Dr ive
West  La faye t te  '  Ind iana 47906

Dear  Mr .  Dershem:

We are looking forward to your visit to canpus on Thursday and
Fr iday '  January  3  0 ,31 .

As I indicated in our telephone conversation, I have nade reser-
vations for vou and Mrs. Dershem at the Alumni Hou6e on camPus'
i i".. inl ot"fi." ott the fir"st ftoor" of the House closes at 5 P'n',
I wil l get a key fon your use. I think that the best arxrange-
menrs  w6u ld  ue  io r  you  lo  s top  a t  our  house when you-ar r i ve  in

Holland, This shouid ue qui-te easy since ! 'te l ive only about a
b l o c k  o f f  B u B i n e s s  U . S '  3 1 .

As vou aDp!'oach Holland via Inteirstate l-96 fron St' 'Joseph'.-you.
;;. i ie ;; i i  on tne noll"tta exit Labefed !^laehington Avenue' \94!\ '.
This exit is at appnoxinatel-y r+8th street' Travel-ing into Horlano'

vou w i t l  no te  a  r -ed-green l ighr  a t  32nd Sr ree t  and Wash ing ton
i;;";;:- ni in" i iglt i you wii l need !o rurn about L5o to rhe right
ottio l l :..nigu" Avenie. 

'You 
can travel down Michigan about I blocks

to Pine AvEnue. Turn left on Pine fon a block and then Left on
22nd St ree t  fo r  about  3 /4  o f  a  b lock  to  oun house a t  148 West
22nd Stneet .  I t  i s  loca ted  d i rec t l y  across  the  s t ree t  f ron  a
nuJnDer  o f  Tenn is  cour rs .  The enc to ied  maP shou ld  he lp  c ta r i f y
the  above d i rec t ions '  I f  you  haPpen to  miss  P ine  Avenue,  you
can a fso  tu rn  le f t  (sharp fy )  f rom Mich igan on to  22nd St ree t '

We wil l arrange to have you neet Dean Moirrette Rider as inell as

our Mathenati6s Staff. if President calvin Vanden Wenf is in
town, we r,ri l1 plan a bnief interview with hin. Veny l ikefy, we
wilf arrange a lrcoffee hour'r during the fonenoon \then you can
neet sone of our rnathematics maiors.

We hope that you wil l have a good triP to Hofland'

Sincerely yor lrs,

"') 
/-i -\ ^ .

fu (' ctll")-
l Ja1 l  E ,  Eo lke r t ,

Chairnan

.lE F,/ gn

enc losune



I {OPE COLLEGE
H O L L A N O ,  M I C H I G A N  4 9 4 2 3

Februa ry  5 ,  1969

Mr. Herbert L. Dershem
126-5 MarshalL Drive
West Lafayette, lndiana 4?9 06

Dear Mr. Der€hern:

This is to extend to you an off icial,  but nonetheless waam and hearty' Personal

invitat ion to join our DePartment of Mathematics as Assistant Professor at a

saLary of $fo, soO for the acadernic yeat 1969 '1970 if  you have received the Ph' D'

degree by September 1, 1969; i f  your doctorate has not been cornPleted by

Seiternber t,  t969, yolIr salary lor the year wil l  be $10,000'

Let rne tel1 you how enthusiastic Dean Rider, Dr. FoLkert, and I are over the

prospect ol havi.ng you as a member ol oux faculty' We feel that we have an un_

usuaily stirring ani exciting challenge in teaching. Your life here wouLd be one

of telling signi{'icance in tht lives of huadreds of fine and dedicated students' while

at the sarnelime we are a1l aleterrnined to encourage your creative contlibution in

the field of Mathernatics. We 6incerely hoPe that you wil! decide to joi! us'

You wil l ,  oI cou!6e, be el igible to Part iciPate in tJre col lege medical program and

irr TIAA-CREF. Descli ipt ions of both of these programs ate outl ined in materials

which we wil l  send you under geParate covet'

Al1 of us here feel that you and NLa6. Der6hem wiU f ind a truly r ich' rewarding'

and stimulating liIe as lnernbers ot the Hope farnily' With the a'ldition ot our

rnany new youn'g laculty membets thexe is a flesh 6Pirit--a new seir6e ol vitality

and vit,rancy--on Hopets carnpus. We are confideot that you and Mrs' Dershern

woulal contaibute to it and would relish being a part of it'

I f  you agreev,t i th the terrns of this letter '  wil l  you Please Bign the enclosed carbon

a-nd return it to rny office by February 25 ?

Our very warrnest wishes to you. We look Iorward to teceiving your welcorae

acceptance of our offer.

Sincerely Yours,

CAVW:s

(signed)

CQ.V
C, A, VanderWerf,

(Dated)

esident



I {OPE COLLEGE
H O L L A N D ,  M I C H I G A N  4 9 4 2 3

f eb rua ry  21 ,  1969

Mr. Herbert L. Dershem
126-5  Marsha f l  Dn ive
Wes t  La faye t te ,  I nd iana  47906

Dear Mr. Dershem:

At the close of our teLePhone conversation last Tuesday' I

indicated that we woutd attemPt to f i l l  our vacancy with soineone
else but that I night be contacting you at a faten date to see
ho,.r rn*ngs r. iere proceeding tni lh-you. I thought tha!. yoLI rnight
be  i n re res !ed  i n  know ing  how thangs  have  deve -Lopeo  ne_e '

ShortLy after your cafl ,  I  contacted the person who was our
second choice. He had received an offer fror0 anothen school
, . , h r ^h  i r r6Fcc -ad  h im  s r  -uch  tha r  he  fe l r  i t  un l ^7 i6e  to  Po6 tPone
his decision in order to consider ouir offer. We are proceeding
to make other contact6 but i t  seens unlikely that we lt i I l -  f i l f
t he  pos i t i on  w i th in  the  nex t  seve ra l  weeks .

Ae you conside!'  the offers which you have from other schools' I
hope tnat you wilt  exanine then in the l ight of the-above
iniornratioh. I bel ieve that you would f ind our staff to be a con-

senj-aI one lr i th which to rnork. I f  you should l ike to spend the
iummer  o f  L9?0  do ing  resea rch  i n  numer i ca l  ana lyE is  and /o r  conPu te r

6c ience ,  I  see  no re i son  why  we  wou ld  no t  be  ab le  ro  g i ve  you  2 /9
^ f  r , ^ , . n  : r - r : l  e : l : n . '  f o -  t h i s  f ron  a  g ran t  wh ich  has  been  rece i ved
firom the Research Coirponation. If  you ! ' loul-d be able to involve

a  j u r , i o r  o r  sen io r  ma jo r  i n  such  a  p ro jec t ,  I ^ re  wou ld  be  ve ry  P leased '

On the tetephone, I did not efabollate about the teachi.ng Load for

vou. During vour f irst senesten on camPus, the naximu'n foad
woulct be tei iernester houns, I woul 'd be glad to discuss plans
for your assigrunent with you before they became final '  Needless
-o  = i y ,  you  wou la  oe  g i ven  a  good  dea l  o f  l a l i t uoe  i n  rhe
aevelopment of the nuienical inalysis and computer science courses'

Afl in al l ,  i f  you 5ti11 have an interest in teaching at Hope
ColLege, I would be pleased to hear fron you,

S ince re l y  you rs ,

.IEFl gn
P S. ,9L.

{l aw*
Iolkert, chainnan

"'- -l?j.

".6.*<
"-1lT,,&

?''., ''(o .dp;'s
/ r,l l.t
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March  4 ,  1969

Mr. Herbert L. Dershem
l -26 -5  Marsha l l  D r i ve
! , i es t  La faye t te  '  I nd iana  47906

Dear Mri. Dershen:

I was pleased.t. T::l:-'-ft" 
letter and to learn tn?i 

{3""ilio-"nt",
s r - i ] l  i n fo r :ma" r - y  cons jde r ing  ou r  open ing '  S ince  APr l -

l"a-r.-f1"u" not f i l led oun iosit ion, I  tnould l ike to encourage you

;*r;. ' - ; ; ; .  corlege a "1ive oPtj 'ont '  in vour decision-

Perhaps it  would be wetl fol.  us to indicate that the cincunstances

i ii"i '"niJn v""-*ilnt ioit 
' '-t"-iu"" 

uot subject to arlangenent ' The

;i;i"i";;;.; from"oeai niaer was (fnonr oui standPoint) the ideal

s i tuat ion.  : t 'he suDsequenE i t fupno""  ca l l  which-suggested that  you

;i;;; ';;;;p"-;; ippolit^."t 
-"ii ir 

tne option of joinins us either r-n

SeDte roben  o r  a t  rne  eno  o r  t he  f i r s t  genes te r  as .one  a t tenp t  a !

makinq the offer mor.e ffexi l ie '  
-  -enother 

Possibi l i ty nav be worthy

;;^;; i" i ; ; t ; i i ; , , .  
' - i i  

t l , ."" are requinerneirts fon the Ph' 'D' which are

i-.ri ' iri i^i 
"rt.a 

in septenuer', yotl ti ignt wish to join-us at that tr-me

but canxrv a reduced roaa inv6riling oily ottt preParation' ror exantple '

ig:,,:3:ii:r:iil#H+*P""nB*€+'s':*ffi i :l':lxil'o:'*
"ir.-. l" i.a 

." tueEaly and rrrursaay ' Tbis would eivl lou 
seveiral days

;;;h-;;;k wni-rr yo,.r- coura J"t. i""tt your degree Program' since

;;i l";-r; 
"i ir l i" '  

a"i"l"g distance' v6u could consult with vou!

adv ieer  in  Person i f  rnas  were  ne ie isary ' .  n "P: I1 l tY i  vou  wou lo  comPle te

rne  requ i rements  by  tebruary  and be  aDIe  to  assume the  resPons iD i l i t ies
j ' i"ti.!"""^""i'Jii ;"1v;i; ti '"oit auring the second semester so that

;;";"i.;il;;;-"o"ra L. three hours of nuxnerical analvsis and four on

six hours of computer prograrnning, depending on student demand'

Youp reaction to the above possibil i ty would interest me' 0n the

;;; i"-; i sorne preliminarv t-"it i"g aboirt ttr is ! ' t i th De-an Rider and

members of the l lePartmena ' i tnii: '  
"t 

could make a firm offer afong

theEe lj-nes i^/ith the same salaty as that offered earlier' I am

""""-tr]. i 
ih. D".r, could endorsl it only on the assumption that you

r.rould stay nore than ott" yt"" und assunl average i{ork loads rnhich are

about eleven houx's Per senesrer'

ObviousLy' we are sti l l  very intereeted in havi'ng you and Kay join

t . 1 s .

Sj-ncer:ely yours,

e a-u-N-
JEl / en

folkert, Chairnan



H O P E  C O L L E G E
M  r c  H  r G A N  4 9 4 2 3

March 11, 1969

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

C.A.V
c. A. vanderwerf, Prefi ldelt

Mr. Herbert  L.  Dershen
126-5 Marshal l  Drive
West l ,afayette, Indiana 47906

Dear lulr. Der shern:

In view of recen! conversat ions between you and Dr. ! 'o lkert ,  Chairman of our

Mathemetlcs Department,  I  am sending you chis contract to replace the or iginal  one

datei l  t r 'ebruary 5, L969. We are PrePared to offer you a salary in the amount of

$10,500 with the rank of Assistant ?rofessor in Mathenat ics for the coLlege year

7969-197O. We sincereLy hope that you wi l l  have f lnished your doctorate by

Septenber,  f  knol i  that yon have lhe 6alne desires, hoqtevex, 1f yotr  are unable to
complele your work by SePtember lde are PrePared to offer you the same salary as
above, asking you to teach a to!a1 of four semester hours of crediE during the

f i rst  €emesier r i l lh the remalnder of your t tme free !o conl inue your f tork towards

the degree and lhen to assune a normal load during the second senestet of  that year.

I f  you have the degree f iniehed by Septenber,  then we would exPect you to assune a

normaL load to be worked out bet l teen you and Dr. lo lker l  throughout lhe year.

let  me tel l  you how enthusiast ic Dean R{det,  Dr.  t r 'oLkert ,  and I  are over the Prospect
of havlng you as a menber of our faculty.  We feel that we have an unusual ly st i rr ing
and exci l ing chal lenge tn teaching. Your l i fe hete ! , tould be one of tel l ing
signif icance in the l ives of hundreds of f lne and dedicated students, l th i le at the

sarne t ine we are al l  detelmined to encourage your creat ive contr ibut lon in fhe f ie ld

of Marhematics. l le sincerely hoPe that you ni1l  decide to loin us'

You ir i l l ,  of  course, be el igible to Part lc iPate in the colLege nedical  program and in

TIM-CREI.

AI1 of us here feel  that you and lvts.  Dershetn wi l l  f ind a !xu1y r ich, rewarding, and
st i f lu lal ing l i fe as members of the Hope fani ly.  Wlth the addit ion of our many new
young faculty me[rbers there is a fresh sPir i t --a new sense of v i tal i ly and vlbrancy'_
on Hoper 's canpus. We are conf ident that you and Mts. Dershem would contr ibute to i t

and would rel ish being a part  of  i t .

I f  you agree ir i th the terms of this let ter,  r^t i11 you please sign the enclosed carbon
and return i t  ro ny off ice by March 24?

Our vely warmes! i r ishes to you. We look forvard to receiving your welcone acceptance
o f  o u r  o f f e r .

CAtr ' :m

(sicned) (Dated)



} IOPE COLLEGE

M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 9 6 9

Mr .  Herbe r t  L .  De rshem
126-5  Marsha l l  D r i ve
Wes t  La faye t te ,  I nd j -ana  47906

Dea? M]r. Dershenl

Since I received your letter of March 5' I  have had a

.oni.""r,"" with D;an Rider. In order to answer any questions'

we  rnouqh t  i !  Des t  ! o  rep lace  the  p rev ious  o f fe r  I ' n i t h .a  ne \ " t

one  wn i i h  i ncLuc les  de ta i l s  a long  the  l i nes  o r  ny  P rev rous
le t te rs .

I  l r as  D leased  to  l ea rn  l ha l  you r  resea rch  i s  p rog ress ing  we l l '

I t  r ,rouid cerrainly be desireable for you to start teachrng rn

;;. ;;1t *iin in.- 
"uq"l"ernents 

for yoirr degree finished' rn
that case, you l iouLd not be given more than two Preparall-ons
dun:'Lng the fall senester. one wouLd be comPuter, ProgranmLng
and the other would be arnanged in accordance wttn yorlr
in te r ]es ts  and des i res .

Yau rnight be interested in knowing that we have just.offered

in 
"pp;i.ttt.ttt 

to another person $,ho would help uE with our

dep,rit^"ntal program outside of conPuren prograruning.and
; ; ; ; r ; ; t  i " . i v " i " .  Mn.  Ausus t  l ' Ja l tmann is  near lv  f in isheo
i^;i in-niJ degreL at oklahona-state uni'versitv ' I think you and
i"v 

"o"fa 
eijoy this young couple who are also Ltlthel"ans ' They

ii"i,. 
"-ai"*ni. i '  

who ii abEut a month old' !^1e do not know if
ir ' t.-. ir." f i i-I1 bu u.."pt.d but we wene encoLrraged during his
visit to caropus.

Mav I  sav  aqa in  Ehat  I  hope you w i l l  jo in  us  in  Sepae lDer  '  f

o " i i " , , , "  inu i  you  wou ld  conr r ibure  a  g rea t  dea l  to ,our  p rogram'
I also betievL that you and Kay r'tou1d enjoy Hope College'

S incere ly  yours ,

/? .1 /1 , .

L-)"4 Z d'L/'.f
Jfu ,V. tottcer:t '
unaarnan

. lEI/ gn



O u r  v e r y  w a r r n e 6 t  w i s h e s  t o  Y o u .
ceptance of ou! of fer.

CAVW:s

I {OPE COLLEGE
M  r c H  r G A N  4 9 4 2 3

Match 22, 1969

Mr, Herbert L. DerBhern
I26-5 Marshall  Drive
West Lafayette, Indiana 47906

Dear Mr. De rsharn:

In view of aecent conversations between you and Dr. Folkert, Chairman oJ our

Ma the rna t i csDePa l tmen t ' I a rnsend ingyou th i scon t rac t to reP lace theear l i exones .
We are prepared to ofie! you a salaly in the arnount of $10,500 1vith the xank of

.4.6sistant Professo! in Mathematics lor the college year 1969-19?0' we sincerely

hope that you v,.i11 bave finlshed your doctorate by September. I know that you have

thi same desires; however, i f  you are unable to comPlete your work by Septernbet'

the terrns of youf, contract wil l  begin I 'ebf,uary I,  19?0, for a fuLL_tirne teaching ae-

6ignment during the second sernester.- I f  you have the degree f ini€hed by September,

then we would et<Pect yorl to assume a normal load to be worked out between you a d

Dr. Folkert throughout the year, with the contract beginning SePtember l ,  1969'

Let me tel l  you how enthusiastic Dean Ride!, Dr. Folkert, and I are over the Pros-
pect of baving you as a member of our faculty, We leel that we have an unusually

stirr i tg ana excit ing challenge in teaching. Your l i fe here would be one of tel l ing

signif iJance in the t ives ol hundredE of f ine and dedicated students, while at the same

tir ire we are al l  determi.ned to encoulage your creative contribution in the l ieLd ot

Mathematics. We sincerely hope that you wil l  decide to join us'

You wi1l, oi course, be el igible to Pait icipate in the college medical prograrn and

in TIAA-CREF.

AlI of uB here Ieel that you and Mr5. Dershern wil l  l ind a truly r ich, rewarding, and

stimulating life as rnembers ol the HoPe farnily. With tbe addition of our rnany new

young facJty rnernbers there i5 a ftesh 6pir i t--a new sense of vital i ty and vibrancy_-

on Hope's campus. We are confident that you and Mrs. Dersheh would contribute to

it and v,rouLd relish being a part of it.

I f  you agree with the terms of this letter, wiLL you please sign the enclosed carbon

and return i t  to lny ofl ice at your earl iest convenience?

we look lorwa?d to receiving yorrr  welcorne ac-

Sincerely yours,

c.R,
C.  A .  Vanderwer f ,

(signed) @ate: 3/zs/61

sident


